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BALTIC AMERICANS PROTEST SOVIET
USE OF SLAVE LABOR ON PIPELINE

Hundreds of Baltic Americans
demonstrated in major U.S. cities to
protest the use of slave labor in the
construction of the Soviet pipeline and
West European collaboration. Protest
rallies were held in front of French
Consulates in Chicago, Boston and Los
Angeles. In Seattle, a rally was held at
Gasworks Park. The French government
was targeted because of the French
shipment of equipment after the American
embargo. .

The nationwide protest was organized
by the Baltic American Freedom League
(BAFL), headquartered in Los Angeles.
Press coverage was extensive. BAFL voiced
concern that the Soviets were using
slave labor numbering tens of thousands
from occupied Baltic nations, the Ukraine
and Vietnam. French, English, Italian, and
West German collaboration with the
Soviets was ¢>ndemned by the League.
Demonstrators demanded full sanctions

- against the U.S.5.R. including suspension
of all aid in the construction of the
pipeline, all trade.in technology, western
bank credits and grain sales.

According to the International Society
for Human Rights in Frankfurt, Germany,
and the Copenhagen based International
Sakharov Committee, there are more
10,000 slave laborers along the 3,000

mile pipe construction site. Human righ.' < |

groups estimate that there are at least
15 million slave laborers imprisoned in
the Soviet Union.
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
SEPTEMBER 12, 1982

Angry demonstrators came to Seattle's
Gasworks Park to protest Soviet use of
slave labor to build the Siberian pipeline.
Latvians, Estonians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians
and Poles attended. Organizers were
pleased by the number of young people
that participated. The demonstration
received excellent television coverage.
Reporters from all three network
affiliates were present. After the keynote
address by Ron Golubiec, president of
Polish Home Association of Seattle,
helium balloons were released carrying
the message of solidarity with the
oppressed people of Eastern Europe. A
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Yony Mazeika being interviewed by Channel 4
Nens in Los Angeles

BAFL unsuccessfully tried to meet with
the French Consul General in Los Angeles
and Boston. In Los Angeles, League
president Anthony Mazeika was told an
appointment would not be granted at this
time. An open letter to French
President Mitterand was submitted to the
consulate for transmittal to Paris. A
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Protesting the ‘enslavement’ of their countrymen = reprinted by permission

1



AdA

SOVIET PIPELINE
PROTESTED IN BOSTON

by Norma Love

Marija Lambergs, 74, carried no placard
to the demonstration outside the
French Consulate at 3 Commonwealth
Ave. just afternoon yesterday.

She stood silently near the steps,
head held erect and gripped a small red
and white Latvian flag that caught the
soft breeze carrying smoke swirling from
a flaming 55-gallon drum set afire
on the esplanade.

Her pink hat contrasted with a hundred
other hatless heads belonging to
people who were listening to 14 speakers
one by one denounce France for
selling equipment to the Soviet Union
to build a 3000-mile gas pipeline, de-
signed to bring Siberian gas to
Western Europe.

“We're protesting the Soviet gas pipe-
line,” explained her son, Aristids
Lambergs, who organized the hour-long
demonstration by groups representing im-
migrants from Latvia, Estonia,

Lithuania, Poland, Hungary, Vietnam, Cuba
and Afghanistan. “We feel it will
strengthen the Soviet Union, which is
enslaving our countries. The gas will give
$10 billion in hard revenue to the
Soviets which will be put into building their
war machine.”

The coalition of groups supports
the Reagan Administration’s trade sanc-
tions against selling technological equip-
ment to the Soviets because of Soviet
aggression in Afghanistan and the
imposition of martial law in Poland, he said,
but wants Reagan to ban grain sales
to the Soviets as well.

Marija Lambergs did not take her eyes
from the speakers. “Our city was
burned down in 1944 and we fled to
Germany with what we had on us,” she
said later, after the demonstrators
began disbanding. “Six years later we
came here.”

The Soviets deported three of her
cousins to Siberia, she said, glancing at
the small group holding signs aloft.

“Western Europe will get cheap gas.
Millions of slaves from Ukraine
will produce the costly gas,” read one
placard. “Selling equipment to USSR
is like selling gas to Hitler,” said another.

One protester hung his sign over
the consulate’s front door knobs.

It read: “France is International Whore.”

“l am here because | want to talk
to the conscience of the world,” Marija
Lambergs said. “We would like to
keep alive the torch of freedom.”

Reprinted Courtesy of The Boston Globe.
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Outside French Consulate in Chicago

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 6, 1982

I am pleased to learn of the strong support shown by the Baltic American Freedom
League for our stand on the Soviet gas pipeline.

Through its visible expression of support in Chicago, Boston, Seattle and Los Angeles,
the League has demonstrated its commitment to an American policy which rejects the
Soviet premise that might makes right and which condemns the continued repression in
Poland and Eastern Europe.

Again, thank you for your letter and please convey my appreciation to the members
of the Baltic American Freedom League.

Sincerely,
Signed: Ronald Reagan

“If we can fail this time to help
our enemies, we will win,” said one
speaker, Dr. Douglas Cooper, associate
professor of environmental
physics with the Harvard School
of Public Health. “We should not have sold
scrap to the Japanese just before
World War I1.” A

French Consulate in Boston

THE BALTIC-AMERICAN
FREEDOM LEAGUE

Founded in July 1981, the Baltic
American Freedom League (BAFL) is a
product of joint Lithuanian, Estonian and
Latvian cooperation. Its purpose is to
bring Americans of Baltic heritage together
to support a unified program to raise
American consciousness about Balts and
Baltic issues. BAFL is mobilizing the
Baltic American community into an
effective political group to influence
government decision-making on Baltic
issues.

Baltic Americans are encouraged to
participate in regional activities such as
speakers’ bureaus, state and federal
election campaigns to inform the
electorate of the Baltic issue. It gives
support to local initiatives that develop
grass roots programs.

The heritage of the Baltic countries faces
an uncertain future due to mass
deportations of Balts from their
homelands. Soviets have imposed the
Russian language on Baltic school children.
BAFL's cause is to preserve the language,
customs and homelands of Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia.

Among the 2.5 million Balts living in the
United States, there is a growing concern
about the security and fate of their
families under Soviet occupation. There is
fear that unrest from religious and political
persecution will ignite Soviet reprisals
against Baltic people. BAFL is committed
to make certain that the plight and
persecution of Balts in their homelands
is recognized. A
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